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Iam among those who, in high school,had to learn by heart Portia’s “qualityof mercy” speech from The Merchant
of Venice. “Be able to recite it next
week.” Learn it to recite it — or learn it
to live it?
“The quality of mercy is not strained,
/ It droppeth as the gentle rain from
heaven / Upon the place beneath; It is
twice blest; / It blesseth him that gives
and him that takes / ’Tis mightiest in
the mighty. / It becomes the throned
monarch better than his crown … It is an
attribute to God himself; / And earthly
power doth then show likest God’s /
When mercy seasons justice. … In the
course of justice, none of us / Should see
salvation: we do pray for mercy; / And
that same prayer doth teach us all to
render / The deeds of mercy.”
As Catholics, we recall how every
Mass begins: “Lord have mercy, Christ
have mercy, Lord have mercy.”
A church is a place of reconciliation.
A case could be made that mercy is its
primary purpose. If so, why is it so rigid
at times? One of Pope Francis’ gifts to
the church is to turn those words into
lived reality. Mercy is the central issue
of his pontificate — and a great chal-
lenge to the rest of us. Not ‘cheap
mercy’ — forgiveness without repen-
tance, absolution without resolve to do
better. But something like the Penalty
Box time-out in hockey: reflect, repent,
return to the ice.
The gospel of John
I recall an evening at Walmer Road Bap-
tist Church, Toronto. A dramatization of
the Gospel of John by a man who knew
that gospel by heart — all 20,000 words!
He didn’t just recite the gospel — he
dramatized it. When turned on one end,
his table showed a cross traced with
chalk. A stone banged on that hard
wood became the noise of nails driven
into that cross. It was very effective.
Before that Calvary event, some of
those stones — small rocks really — were
very much part of his dramatization of
an earlier story from John’s gospel. 
A woman found guilty of adultery is
being taken out for public stoning.
Stones in hand, the religious leaders
stop in front of Jesus: “Moses com-
manded us to stone women like this.
What do you say?” No answer. He just
traced something on the ground with
his finger. Question repeated: “Well,
what do you say?” Then came his an-
swer: “Let the one among you who is
without sin be the first to throw a stone
at her.” No stone was thrown. 
Then the storyteller came down into
the audience and offered a basket of
stones to five or six different people.
There were no takers. Back on stage, he
spoke Jesus’ words to the woman: “Has
no one condemned you?” “No one, sir.”
“Neither do I condemn you. Go your
way and from now on do not sin again.”
The gospel of Luke
Jesus was asked, “Who is my neighbour
— this person I’m supposed to love as
myself?” He answered the question with
a story. Going down the road towards
Jericho, a man was stripped, beaten and
left for dead. Two “religious” people
saw him but passed by on the other
side: “none of our business.” The hero
of the story turns out to be a Samaritan
— one of those people your mother told
you never to talk to. He saw the
mugged man — stopped, approached,
lifted him up, applied first aid. He
brought him back to life. Then he put
him on his own animal, brought him 
to the nearest inn, stayed with him all
night, and gave the innkeeper some
money for any further care. “A drop of
help is worth an ocean of pity.”
Who was the neighbour in the story?
A kind, merciful man, who stopped to
help and got involved in a time-
 consuming situation. Human being to
human being trumped difference of
 religion. “This is a dangerous parable,”
wrote Dominican scripture scholar
 Wilfred Harrington. 
We do pray for mercy; / And that
same prayer doth teach us all to render
/ The deeds of mercy.” n
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A church is a place of
reconciliation. A case
could be made that mercy
is its primary purpose. 
If so, why is it so rigid 
at times?
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BEWARE — 
he Holy Spirit is particularly difficult to
imagine, perhaps because the Spirit is not
‘incarnate’ — embodied as Jesus was. We
identify with Jesus because he is a human
person like ourselves, who interacts with
other people. 
But the Holy Spirit is also a person,
 although unlike us, a divine person: so I
will speak of “he” or “she” rather than “it.” 
But still, the Spirit remains elusive. We
can’t see him/her directly; only through
his/her actions. The Holy Spirit is a trans-
former.
The book of Genesis describes the Spirit
brooding on the face of the waters, bring-
ing to birth the whole of creation like a
hen sitting on eggs day and night until
they hatch and burst with life. She is
rather like a cosmic mother. But she is also
a disturber who speaks through wind and
fire, often with messages we don’t want to
The Holy Spirit!
T
“Come Holy Spirit. 
Fill the hearts of your 
faithful and kindle in us the 
fire of your love. Send forth your 
spirit and we shall be created, and 
you will renew the face of the earth.”
Part 1
Anthony Gittins CSSp





at our peril. 
Remember St.
Stephen just before he
was stoned? The last
thing he said was, “Do not
muzzle the Holy Spirit.” We
muzzle animals to stop them growl-
ing or creating a disturbance. But that’s
exactly what God’s Spirit is supposed to
do! His job is not to keep quiet but to
turn things over, to transform the
world. Then we remember our Christian
history — we recall plenty of times
where the Church made tremendous
 efforts to put the lid on and keep things
quiet. 
And yet we still say, “Come Holy
Spirit.” Well, if we keep the Holy Spirit
in a box or if we muzzle her, she is
 immobilized or at least silenced. 
We must encounter, engage with —
and not try to avoid the Holy Spirit. But
how; where, when, and through whom
does God’s Spirit disturb? I suggest a
handful of persons or groups that are
channels through whom the Holy Spirit
moves us, challenges us, and calls us to
a serious response: to conversion.
Identifying the prophets 
of today
First, the Holy Spirit speaks through 
the prophets. When we recite the Creed,
we claim to believe in the Holy Spirit
“who has spoken through the prophets.”
But the question arises: is this all in 
the past; is it all finished; or is it still
happening? 
We know what happens to prophets.
When Jesus comes to his own commu-
nity, people are nice to him at first, but
then they turn against him. With fore-
boding and a heavy heart, he says:
“Prophets are never accepted in their
own country.” Why is this? Because
prophets say things lots of people
don’t want to hear. Prophets call to
conversion, and that’s too much of a
challenge, too personal. 
But the prophet’s essential responsi-
bility is to speak God’s truth — to chal-
lenge, but also to offer forgiveness and
hope; to call institutions and individu-
als to greater integrity and courage — 
to a more authentic way of living the
faith they profess. 
Sadly — because most people want 
a quiet or reasonably comfortable life,
and because prophets are really mar-
ginal and speak with a “God’s eye view
of things,” they tend to be persecuted or
killed or at least not listened to. People
want to get on with their own life. 
So, how does the Holy Spirit speak 
to us today? Are there any prophets
around? It’s easy to identify dead
prophets like Mother Teresa or Dorothy
Day, Martin Luther King Jr. or Arch-
bishop Romero. But what about people
like us, here and now? Prophets are
never absolutely sure whether they are
speaking God’s truth or just listening to
an echo of their own voice. And it’s the
same for anyone in the Church today —
even Pope Francis. Everyone must try 
to determine whether their voice is
prophetic or the voice of delusion or
self-importance. It’s a very, very deli-
cate issue. I won’t specifically name
prophets in my time, but I know dozens
of them in the Church, many of whom
have been dreadfully, dreadfully treated. 
Our job is to try to identify who
speaks with the voice of authentic
prophecy today. Of course, you
don’t always need to open your
mouth to be prophetic:
prophetic witness is really a way of
speaking with your mouth shut. Remem-
ber St. Francis: “Proclaim the gospel
 always — if necessary use words.” The
loudest prophetic calls sometimes come,
not through words, but through the
 actions of people’s lives.
If we think that there are no prophets
today, we are turning a blind eye and a
deaf ear to the Holy Spirit, because they
are everywhere. Our job is to identify
and listen to them. Find out who are
speaking God’s truth, who will not dis-
appear, who are being attacked, who are
ready to pay with their lives. 
Jesus, the Word: 
the voice of the Holy Spirit 
Second of course, but really the prime
example, is Jesus, the Word: the voice
of the Holy Spirit. We sometimes say
Jesus sent the Holy Spirit. But really it’s
the other way round: the first sentence
of the bible says the Spirit was breath-
ing over the chaos, before time began,
shaping it into creation; and in the
 fullness of time, the Spirit sent Jesus,
through Mary, and later appeared at
Jesus’ baptism, at the Transfiguration,
and, of course, at Pentecost. 
At his first appearance in the syna-
gogue Jesus says, “The Spirit of God is
upon me and has sent me,” to continue
God’s eternal mission ‘on earth, as it is
in heaven’. Jesus is the spokesperson of
the Holy Spirit. 
But is the Holy Spirit speaking
today? Through Jesus we have the
gospel — and not just the words of
the gospel, but his witness and
example. Anybody can pull
out a phrase here and there
to justify exactly what
they want to do. But
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is how the Holy
Spirit speaks to us. 
Jesus’ entire life is
prophecy, if you like. It
is a speaking, by the Sav-
ior, of God Creator and Holy
Spirit. We talk of his sacrifice,
and sadly we sometimes imagine
that just refers to the Passion and
Crucifixion. But his sacrifice is not
just the end 
of his life; it’s his
whole life. “Sacr” +
“fice” means “doing what
is holy.” The Holy Spirit
speaks though Jesus’ entire holy
life. But what have we heard? What
have we understood? And what are we
doing about it? 
Listen to the voices of 
women and children
The third way the Holy Spirit speaks is
through women and children. For Jesus,
discipleship is radically inclusive and
equal. The Holy Spirit is speaking to us
today about that. We, in the church, are
not radically inclusive, and we are far
from radically equal. Ours is still far too
much a male-dominated Church.
But Jesus is perfectly clear: men are
not superior to women. Discipleship is
not limited to men; anyone and every-
one can be a disciple. Radical inclusion
means that nobody is excluded. But our
church is still far from being what Jesus
calls it to be. So let’s spend a minute
listening to what the voices of women
have to tell us.
Women have always been the life
and the soul of the family and commu-
nity, the peacemakers and healers. And
from the very beginning of the Church,
women were among the most faithful
disciples, the first martyrs, and the first
missionaries: the absolute mainstay of
the church. 
One of today’s most respected
theolo gians, Jurgen Moltmann, said,
“Patriarchal sins against women are 
sins against the Holy Spirit.” Yes, sins
against women are actually sins against
the Holy Spirit! Years ago, Thomas
Reese, an American Jesuit, said, “There
is serious risk the church will lose
women in the 21st Century as it lost
working class men in the 19th.” Those
















dated: the church is hemorrhaging
women every single day. 
Women are often muted, as indeed
are children. One of the greatest injus-
tices is to silence the voices of those
who want to speak the truth. To silence
and marginalize women can be to si-
lence the Holy Spirit of God. When she
is silenced in this way, we should be
very troubled.
How can we claim to be willing to be
disturbed and transformed by the Spirit
unless we understand our responsibility
to listen to anybody and everybody
equally? Equality and inclusion are
 essential to Jesus’ discipleship. Women
are speaking to the Church now as
never before, sometimes through their
muted voices. We need to hear and ac-
knowledge not only what they say, but
what they are prohibited from saying or
what is erased from their voices. 
Whoever silences another person is
doing violence. So how can anyone
 silence someone else and still claim to
be living the way of Jesus? Violent
 silencing and true Christianity are sim-
ply incompatible. So the third way to
hear the voice of the Holy Spirit is to
listen to women — and children too.
Children are more than half the pop-
ulation in many countries, where they
are crying and sometimes screaming 
for justice — even though they are not
always articulate or crystal clear. 
The scandal of sexual abuse will not
disappear from our Church, but, adding
insult to injury, many children have
been both traumatized and muted. They
may be adults now, but their childhood
was stolen. If the Holy Spirit has not
reached us through the children and the
information we have over the past 30
years, we will never believe the Holy
Spirit speaks to us. Jesus said, in a
breathtaking image: “It would be better
for a millstone to be tied around the
neck of anyone who scandalizes a
child.” Yet the voices of many children
have been and are muted — silenced. 
The words “infant” and “child” tell 
us a lot. Infant literally means ‘one who
has no voice’, ‘one who doesn’t know
how to speak’. And child is often identi-
fied as one who really has nothing seri-
ous to say. So, we don’t listen to infants
because they can’t speak, or to children
because they have nothing to say! But
how can the Holy Spirit speak to us if
we’ve already decided not to listen? 
Jesus said, “Let the children come to
me, for the Kingdom of God belongs to
such as these.” When the disciples said,
“Get rid of the children,” Jesus said,
“No”! There is a great danger we might
be more like those disciples than Jesus,
who insisted: “Let the children come.
Let the children speak.”
So the Holy Spirit is speaking to us
today through children too. Are we
 listening to their sometimes-muted
voices? Not just in the context of sexual
abuse, but in the voices of hunger, neg-
lect, and even trafficking that children
suffer daily all over the world?
Advocate for the poor
We come now to the fourth group: 
the poor. The poor are people who are
below the mean line required for their
own maintenance and survival. They
struggle to survive below that. And, of
course, the largest constituency of ‘the
poor’ is again — women and children.
It’s an absolute affront to God’s justice. 
The Holy Spirit is trying to speak
through them: justice is denied them, so
the Spirit becomes their advocate. An
advocate is an attorney, the defense
counsel in a trial. The Holy Spirit
speaks on behalf of those who
have nobody to stand up to
speak for them. So, when
did we last hear the
voice of a poor person
— and recognize it
as the voice of
God’s own
Spirit?
The call to service
The fifth and final way God’s Spirit
speaks to us is by the call to service.
Jesus said, “I will not call you servants
anymore,” because a servant is a slave,
with absolutely no choice but to serve.
Jesus said, “I will call you friends” — 
a very different kind of servant. The
Greek word is “diakonos,” from which,
of course, we get Deacon. Jesus is say-
ing, “I will call you “deacons” — and
he’s addressing the whole community 
of disciples, then and now.
Deacons live to serve, but they are
not slaves; they are not forced. They act
of their own volition, and because they
want be an expression of God’s abiding
justice. 
So, how does the Holy Spirit speak 
to us today? She speaks wordlessly
through the examples of service we 
can see if only we look. So let’s look
around. We all know people who are
doing good because they choose to do
so: to be compassionate, to go the extra
mile, to love their neighbour as they 
believe God loves them. The “neigh-
bour” is not just someone they know, 
or someone like themselves; it includes
people they have not yet met, or who
are different — like some women, or
children, or the poor. They go out of
their way. And the Holy Spirit is trying
to inspire us by their example of
unselfish service. n
Part 2 of this article will
appear in the Summer
2015 issue of
Spiritan.
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To silence and 
marginalize women 
can be to silence 
the Holy Spirit of God.
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Windand Fire
Two sentences from Scotsman, John Dalrymple, say it all: “When the Spirit came he came with wind and fire. In modern life wind and fire are two of the
things we take out insurance policies against.”
They had come together as Jews to celebrate Pentecost,
to thank God for the first fruits of the wheat harvest, to 
remember Sinai and its covenant and laws. They were
small enough to fit into one house, maybe even one room.
That room and that house were shaken by a strong driving
wind. Their lives too were rattled. 
Invaded by the Spirit these one-
room shut-ins were released into the
city — no longer enclosed, no longer
huddled together. The Spirit made a
difference in their lives. Their pres-
ence made a difference in the city. 
Under the influence
No longer dumb, they dumbfounded others. The power of
speech was theirs — a power to convey their message in the
languages of the then-known world. Jews from all over that
world, from every nation under heaven, heard them speak-
ing in their own tongue. They were bewildered and amazed:
“Too much new wine, too early in the day,” they nodded. In
a real sense they were right. The Pentecost spirit had gone
to their heads. They were acting under the influence.
But we are sober people — we dilute this Spirit by taking
out insurance policies against wind and fire. Closed doors,
bolted windows — the great precautions against fire and
wind. Closed doors, shut windows — maybe that’s why our
Pentecost celebration is often no more than words: “Come,
Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful. Come Holy
Spirit, kindle in us the fire of your love.”
“Come Holy Spirit” 
We invite the Spirit of the Risen Christ into our lives, the
Spirit of him who has gone ahead of us, who has gone
round the next few bends in the road and comes back to
lead us to what lies ahead. God’s Spirit comes to us out 
of the future: the Spirit of him who says, “I make all 
things new.”
I think of Teilhard de Chardin: “I go forward to meet
him who comes.” The Risen Christ keeps us always young,
invites us to be people of hope, to open the doors and the
windows to let him in, so that he can lead us out.
Pentecost — only a beginning. Jews talking to Jews
 convinced that their message was only for Jews. Some
years later came a painful extension of understanding.
Peter  remained an orthodox Jew for whom kosher foods
were an integral part of his religion. One day in Jaffa —
 orange capital — as he was waiting for lunch, he had a
 vision. A tablecloth containing every possible thing that
could walk, or fly, or crawl was let down from heaven
 before him. He heard a voice; “Here’s your lunch, Peter.”
“Certainly not. Lord, half those things aren’t kosher at all.”
God had had it with Peter: “What God has made clean
you’ve no right to label non-kosher.”
Welcoming the Gentiles 
Then three uncircumcised pagans arrived to invite Peter 
to their house. He went — although as an orthodox Jew he
shouldn’t visit pagans. And in that pagan home the Holy
Spirit came down on the uncircumcised, the profane, the
unclean in the same way as the Spirit had come down on
Peter and the others at Pentecost.
So it as been throughout the centuries: new break-
throughs, extended understandings of where the Spirit is 
to be found. More to come. You never know where the 
Fire will take hold or the Wind blow.
An all-Jewish group opens the door to Gentiles: 
a breakthrough accompanied by inevitable tensions. 
A Greek-Roman Christianity reluctantly opens the door 
to the northern barbarians, like the Scots and the Celts.
Pat Fitzpatrick CSSp
So it as been throughout the centuries: new
breakthroughs, extended understandings of where the
Spirit is to be found. More to come. You never know
where the Fire will take hold or the Wind blow.
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Call on the Holy Spirit
Bishop Gerard Bergie
It was not until the disciples received the gifts of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost
that their hearts were no longer troubled. They were on fire. They employed
these gifts to leave that upper room where they were hiding and go forth and
boldly proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ. 
They had courage; they had wisdom; they had understanding; they had
wonder and awe. They were on fire and because of that they established the
church. People listened and believed and then felt compelled to share their
message with others. This has continued down to our present day.
“I am the way, the truth and the life,” Jesus said. We must turn to the power
of the Spirit within us, the power that makes all things possible. We are very
fortunate that we too have received the gifts of the Holy Spirit. When our
hearts are troubled we should go to the Holy Spirit. If we do, our hearts will 
be set ablaze and we will not focus on the bad news but on the good news.
I’ve often pondered the fact that the apostles were able to do so much 
good relying on the gifts of the Holy Spirit. If we, as Catholics, believe that
Confirmation is a new Pentecost, that the same Holy Spirit comes upon the
candidates for Confirmation; if we believe we receive the same gifts of the 
Holy Spirit — why are we not able to do the same things that the apostles did?
We should also set this world on fire. The power of the Spirit is within us, the
Spirit that makes all things possible. Why do we not feel compelled to share 
the good news about Jesus Christ — that he is the way, the truth and the life?
That is true evangelization. But we don’t use these gifts properly. 
When we have important decisions to make we can turn to the Holy Spirit
and ask that Spirit to reignite the gifts of wisdom and right judgment so that
our decisions will be the right decisions.
How many times do we waffle and go back and forth, back and forth,
wasting so much emotional energy: should I …? shouldn’t I …? Back and forth.
Back and forth. 
I present to you this challenge: trust that the Way, the Truth and the Life 
will set your hearts ablaze. I urge you sincerely: call upon the power of the 
Holy Spirit within you. Then you will be courageous. You will be wise. You will
be moving forward and not going in  circles.
We don’t call on the Holy Spirit enough. When your heart is troubled — call
on the Holy Spirit. Pray to the Holy Spirit — and incredible things will happen.
Continue to proclaim the good news that Jesus is the way, the truth and the life.
Well at least they’re European — only 
to discover some centuries later that 
the Holy Spirit is alive among Africans
and Asians and South Americans and
the people from the islands. What’s
around the next bend in the road? 
Who knows where the Wind and the
Fire will drive us.
More to come 
Back to Teilhard: “When all the hidden
potentialities of the universe have been
unearthed, then Christ will be all in all.”
Then a prayer at the Easter fire will
come true: “All time belongs to him and
all the ages and all the peoples.”
In our own time we haven’t yet
tapped the resources that the Spirit has
endowed us with. We’re not yet a world
where individual dignity really counts.
We’re not yet a church where the talents
and gifts of women and men are fully
appreciated. They still rust among us
unused. We still make too many social,
class and sex distinctions — distinctions
between Jew and Gentile, slave and
free, man and woman. Not enough
 people are hearing the word of God in
their own language — it’s still coming 
to them in foreign tongues, sometimes
even in forked tongues.
We need to hear and live, as individ-
uals and as a church, what Pope John
Paul said to the First Nations people in
Midland several years ago; “Christ in
the members of his body is himself
 Indian.”
Let us not miss the presence and
power of the Holy Spirit by busying
ourselves taking out insurance policies
against the Wind and the Fire. n
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C ari fratelli e sorelle, buongiorno.Parlo appena italiano, ma provobene accogliere la famiglia di
Roberto: le due sorelle, Lucy e Neela, 
e tutta le loro famiglie. Siamo reuniti
oggi, domenica di Pentecoste, per cele-
brare la prima messa di Roberto, messa
dello Spirito Santo, fonte di coraggio, 
di forza e di gioia.
Relax everybody, don’t go trying to
change the channel. From now on
everything will be in English. This was
just a little introductory effort to wel-
come Robert’s family.
Pentecost — Babel reversed
Have you ever been in a situation where
you were unable to understand anything?
I have. Once in a faraway place I felt
particularly helpless. I was in Tokyo in 
a railway station. I didn’t know what
platform I should look for. I knew no
Japanese. I couldn’t understand the an-
nouncements, I couldn’t read the signs.
It was a huge relief when someone who
knew English came to my rescue. 
It gave me a new appreciation of that
story in the Book of Genesis — the story
of the Tower of Babel? The people de-
cide to build a tower to the sky, reaching
to heaven. No need of God. We can do
it. They make a great start. Then they
find that they can no longer understand
each other. All communication breaks
down. The people go their own way and
the tower project is abandoned.
Pentecost is the reversal of the Tower
of Babel. It is the saving of the situa-
tion. The Holy Spirit arrives on the
scene in the form of tongues of fire. 
The disciples forget the fear that has
held them captive and openly proclaim
the Good News that Christ is risen. And
people from very different language
groups all get the message.
Spreading the Good News has begun.
Soon it became clear that it was not just
a question of language. The Holy Spirit
was at the heart of it. He would form
genuine missionaries: 
• to be at the service of others with-
out discrimination
• to share the truth in charity, to be
of help without condemnation 
• to give thanks, to share, to bless … 
We may only slowly learn to speak
other peoples’ languages, but our gen-
erosity, our encouragement, our joy
speak to them.
A new beginning 
Unexpected things had happened to 
the apostles. Spectacular reports were
coming in. Jesus is alive, he is risen
from the dead. There was excitement
and danger … but also weariness. They
were tired.
They were in the throes of a huge
readjustment; trying to see how a major
setback could be the start of a new
 beginning. 
We all know the feeling. Hopes have
been dashed, discouragement is taking
hold. 
It was hard to believe stories that
Jesus had risen from the dead. The
 atmosphere was threatening. Better to
have the protection of fellow believers,
to stay indoors and pray together.
Heavy weariness had set in.
Then came the wind in great gusts —
the tongues of fire — the call to come
out of hiding — the challenge to go
public.
Today we celebrate their courage and
the wonder of it all.
A Pentecost Ordination
The fact that Robert is being ordained at
Pentecost does not happen by accident.
He has been a fully-fledged Spiritan for
years. The Holy Spirit is the patron of
the Spiritans, the one to whom we look
in a special way. We gather here to pray
for and with Robert. And we have our
own hopes and prayers. 
The Spirit comes to each of us and
works in each of us. This is clear from
today’s reading from I Corinthians:
Now there are varieties of gifts, but
the same Spirit; and there are vari-
eties of services, but the same Lord;
and there are varieties of activities,
but it is the same God who acti-
vates all of them in everyone. To
each is given the manifestation of
the Spirit for the common good.
Your presence here underlines the
fact that Robert is not setting out on a
solitary crusade. The same Spirit that
guides and protects him guides and pro-
tects each of us. The same Spirit that
urges him on brings disturbance to our
pursuit of the comfortable quiet life.
A visit of the risen Christ 
to the disciples
The message is for each of us but in a
special way for Robert. Jesus said to
them again, “Peace be with you. As the
Father has sent me, so I send you.”
When he had said this, he breathed on
them and said to them, “Receive the
Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of
any, they are forgiven them; if you re-
tain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
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Pentecost Sunday: 
Fr Robert di Nardo’s first Mass.
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By becoming a minister of the Lord’s
forgiveness, Robert will become a
 channel of the Lord’s peace for people.
Maybe we can follow him in this. Maybe
this gospel is asking each of us to for-
give someone. In this way we give them
fresh life. It’s in the spirit of the day.
Prayer to the Holy Spirit
The Sequence in today’s Mass is a
 classic:
Bend the stubborn heart and will.
Melt the frozen, warm the chill.
Guide the steps that go astray
We have a traditional Spiritan prayer
borrowed from Francis Libermann, one
of our founders.
In 1840, he was writing a commen-
tary on the gospel of John. He was
 fascinated by Jesus’ interview with
Nicodemus and the reference to the
 elusive presence of the Holy Spirit 
being like the wind, sometimes a gust,
sometimes just a breath. One sentence
of his commentary on this incident has
become a Spiritan prayer:
Divine Spirit, I wish to be before you
as a light feather, 
So that your breath may carry me off
where it wishes
And that I may never offer it the
least resistance.
We give thanks for the coming of the
Holy Spirit. He is our Advocate, God on
our side. We give thanks for Robert, our
principal celebrant, offering his first
Mass. We pray that others join the path
he has chosen. Hello Canada! n
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The Church’s Drift Toward 
Severity
Bishop Kenneth Untener
former bishop of Saginaw, 
Michigan
A
strange thing happened to the story of Jesus
and the adulteress on its way to becoming part
of John’s Gospel. It was hushed up, suppressed.
It is missing from some early manuscripts, but
was included in others.
Why would people in the church want to suppress it?
The answer is quite clear. This story just didn’t seem right.
Jesus, it would appear, was too soft on sin. The more
 severe the church became in its discipline — and this hap-
pened quite early — the more difficult it became to tell a
story like this about Jesus. And so it was hushed up.
A BISHOP SPEAKS TO RELIGIOUS EDUCATORS
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The trend toward severity 
We can learn something from this. There is
something in the church, sort of like a pre-
vailing wind that makes us drift toward
severity, away from softness. I am not speak-
ing of individuals in the church. I believe
that church ministers, when dealing one to
one with people, generally tend to be very
compassionate. I am speaking of what might
be called “corporate severity.” 
The posture we take as a church toward
the world, toward our own people, the image
we present — all these seem to tend toward
corporate severity rather than softness, and I
worry about it.
I should point out that this is not unique
to the church. It seems true of any organiza-
tion. For example, think about our country
(America) and its immigration laws. Which
way has the drift been? Obviously, it has
been away from softness (“Give me your
tired, your poor, your huddled masses
 yearning to breathe free”) and toward sever-
ity. On a smaller scale, think of neighbour-
hood organizations. They start out with the
intention of joining together in a common
effort to build a pleasant and happy commu-
nity, and then they become stricter and
stricter. The trend toward severity seems to
be part of every organization, including the
church.
That might be understandable if the
church were simply an organization founded
by Jesus. But the fact is, Jesus is more than
our founder. He is our foundation and we
must act as he did — not simply as individu-
als, but as a corporate body.
The washing of the feet
The attempt to hush up the story of Jesus
and the adulteress is just one example of this
trend away from softness and toward sever-
ity. In Holy Week we are presented with
 another example: the washing of feet. How
many of you, for example, have a picture 
of the foot-washing on your wall at home?
I’d bet there is not a person here who does.
You rarely, if ever, see a picture of this.
Why isn’t the washing of the feet more
prominently displayed in the pictures on our
walls and in our ceremonies? Probably for
the same reason that the apostle Peter had
trouble with it at the Last supper. It just
didn’t seem right for Jesus to be doing a
thing like that.
We are perceived as severe 
The reconciliation room over there — it
 represents the tenderness of Jesus toward
sinners, as in the story of the adulteress 
or the prodigal son. We took that softness 
and changed it into a severe closet, dark 
and anonymous, with the priest sitting as
judge …
I realize that one should not oversimplify
all of this and one must be careful about un-
fair caricatures. But the emphasis — at least
in the perception of the people — seems to
have been on severity rather than softness …
It is a question of emphasis and the way we
are perceived.
Not so long ago, if it was a mixed mar-
riage you had to ‘celebrate’ it at a side altar
or a sacristy. We are a church that, not so
long ago, would not bury one of our own
who committed suicide. Even today, in some
of our new approaches and programs, we
can be inflexible and rigid.
You as educators
What has all this got to do with educators?
A great deal. You are people entrusted with
passing on our traditions to others. Given
the trend away from softness and toward
It helps, now and then, to step back and take a long view.
The kingdom is not only beyond our efforts,
It is even beyond our vision.
We accomplish in our lifetime only a tiny fraction
Of the magnificent enterprise that is God’s work.
Nothing we do is complete which is a way of saying
That the kingdom always lies beyond us.
No statement says all that could be said.
No prayer fully expresses our faith.
No confession brings perfection.
No pastoral visit brings wholeness.
No program accomplishes the church’s mission.
No set of goals and objectives includes everything.
This is what we are about:
We plant the seeds that one day will grow.
We water seeds already planted.
Knowing that they hold future promise.
We lay foundations that will need further development
We provide yeast that produces far beyond our capabilities.






and we must 
act as he did.
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severity, which do you emphasize in your
teaching mission? Let me put it another way.
Would the people you teach be more likely
to recite the Ten Commandments or the
 Beatitudes?
To borrow a famous phrase, I have a
dream. I dream of the day when our religious
education will so remarkably stress the gen-
tleness, forgiveness and love that Christians
are called upon to live, that this will be our
trademark in the world. I dream of the day
when our youngsters will find it as natural
to help in a soup kitchen as we once found 
it natural to have a sock hop. I dream of the
day when a peace march might be as normal
as a paper drive was for us. I dream of the
day when youngsters will be able to tell the
story of the prodigal son with all the graphic
details and drama that we use to describe
Dante’s hell. I dream of the day when
youngsters will be able to recite the gospel
passage “I was hungry … I was thirsty … 
I was a stranger …” as perfectly as we could
recite catechism answers. I dream of the day
when because of our religious formation we
will stand out in the world because of our
mercy as clearly as the Amish stand out
 because of their horse and buggy.
Filled with mercy
There has been a prevailing wind in the
church moving us away from softness and
toward severity. But John XXIII brought a
fresh wind and it moved us in the other
 direction. It was a fresh emphasis on mercy
and love. But we’re not sure how to handle
this new breeze, just as the early church
wasn’t sure how handle the story of Jesus
and the adulteress. Our tendency will surely
be to stifle it. You educators have an enor-
mous role to play in determining which
breeze will prevail. You must pass on the
 tradition of a church remarkable for its
 tenderness and mercy.
I close these reflections by reminding you
of the closing scene in the gospel passage.
Everyone had gone, and Jesus and the
woman were left standing alone. It is a
 magnificent scene, described beautifully by
St Augustine with the words: “Relicti sunt
duo, misera et misericordia”: “Two were left,
 misery and mercy.” 
There is a lot of misery in our world 
and it desperately needs a merciful church. 
I pray that the church you proclaim will be 
a church manifestly filled with mercy … 






walls and in 
our ceremonies? 
… It just didn’t
seem right for
Jesus to be doing
a thing like that.
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Food for Thought
I prefer a church which is bruised, hurting and dirty because
it has been out on the streets rather than a church which is
unhealthy from being confined and from clinging to its own
security. I do not want a church concerned with being at the
centre and then ends up by being caught up in a web of
obsessions and procedures … More than by fear of going
astray, my hope is that we will be moved by the fear of
remaining shut up within structures which give us a false
sense of security, within rules which make us harsh judges,
within habits which make us feel safe, while at our door
people are starving.
Pope Francis
Do the right thing, for the right reason,
in the right way, at the right time, 
and in the right words.       Judge Peter Lauwers
God sees more in us than we see in ourselves. 
God is willing to work with our limitations. Jeffrey Duaime CSSp
God’s Spirit has been
given a church, not to
be an empty shell or a
white elephant … but a
living community of
men and women who
recognize the Spirit at
work in their lives and
who, rather than taming
the living Spirit, unleash
it so that their lives are
given for others.
Marc Whelan CSSp
When religion speaks only in the 
name of authority rather than 
the voice of compassion — 
its message becomes 
meaningless. 
Abraham Heschel
Christian community is not about perfect people.
Each of us is our own mixture of good and bad,
darkness and light, love and hate … The road to
community passes through daily forgiveness.
Jean Vanier
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Gerald FitzGerald CSSp
A Man of the Soil
Mattie Grogan, likeJesus before him,was someone whose
thoughts, memories and
plans never strayed far from
the earth. Both were well-
rooted, down-to-earth men.
In his teachings, Jesus
constantly came back to
husbanding the earth. We all
remember the great stories
he told: “The sower went out
to sow his seeds … There was
a farmer who had two sons
… The owner sent men to 
work in his vineyard.” We remember the
enemy who sowed weeds in a wheat
field. We remember Jesus’ frequent ref-
erences to the harvest, including the
story about the farmer who built bigger
barns to store his bumper crop. 
Jesus never lost his Galilean roots.
He was firmly rooted in its landscape,
its history, its people. The wheat, the
olives, the grapes, the sheep, the goats
were the things he thought about and
the material from which he wove his
wonderful parables.
And as he returned to his place at 
the right hand of his Father, he remains
ever present with us in the Eucharist —
“fruit of the earth and work of human
hands.” A wonderful reminder to us of
where all our food comes from! We
must never forget God’s instruction to
Adam and Eve — as he cast them out
from his garden — to protect, nourish
and grow this wonderful planet he has
left in our care.
A son of Tipperary
Mattie heeded this instruction. He was
born on a farm outside Bansha, a
 beautiful village in County Tipperary,
Ireland. He was a farmer’s child, a son
of Tipperary, who remained rooted in
this rich heritage until the day he died.
And what a cultural heritage this was —
as rich as the soil in the famed Golden
Vale from which he sprung.
In the twentieth century this envi-
ronment produced the missionaries, re-
ligious sisters, brothers and priests who
would spread around the world sowing
the seeds in “far foreign fields.”
One of the greatest of these was
Bishop Joseph Shanahan CSSp, also a
product of a Tipperary farm in Glankeen
— “just up the road from Bansha” as
Mattie would proudly say. Joe Shana-
han, the apostle of the Igbo people, 
and his handful of Spiritan colleagues
sowed the seeds of Christianity on fer-
tile soil. Waves of missionaries, includ-
ing Mattie and his brother William Pat,
watered the fast-growing crop and God
gave the increase. 
And what an increase! Those little
seeds have grown to twenty four dioce-
ses with over seven million Catholics
and catechumens. Mattie loved Nigeria
— its people, the children, the red soil.
Wherever he was stationed he soon
 created a garden, loving the challenge
of the unfamiliar plants, the unfamiliar
soil, the unfamiliar climate. By trial and
error his gardens bloomed as did his
parishes in Umuahia with hundreds of
newcomers being welcomed into the
Christian community. When Mattie, 
his brother, and all his fellow ex-pat
missionaries were expelled during the
 Biafran war, forbidden to return by the
victorious federal government, they left
behind a living monument to their hard
work in the Lord’s vineyard. The strong
flourishing church of Eastern Nigeria is
rooted in the rich loam of Tipperary.
The solidly rooted faith 
of their fathers 
The stock from which Mattie and
Bishop Shanahan and hundreds of other
missionaries sprang was solidly rooted
in the faith of their fathers. This un -
wavering faith was the foundation on
which their rich spiritual life and fruit-
ful ministry was built. The Mass, the
Breviary, the Rosary were the spiritual
tools they used to develop their close
relationship with God. But it was never
marked with outward signs of piety.
These were hardnosed practical men
who let their deeds do the talking.
Down-to-earth in every sense of the
word!
This quality of Mattie was equally
demonstrated during his second career
— his ministry in Canada. Parishes
flourished and gardens grew in Alberta
and Ontario. And when the twilight
came, as it comes for all, he retired to
Laval House on Victoria Park Avenue.
This retirement house was recently built
on a half-acre site which was gone to
bush. Mattie got his spade and rolled up
his sleeves. Soon, in the words of the
great Jesuit poet, Gerard Manley
 Hopkins, “Sheer plod made plough-
down sillian shine.” Flowers blossomed,
trees bore fruit, a verdant lawn ap-
peared. A living metaphor for Mattie’s
fruitful life!
Jesus tells us that unless a seed falls
into the ground and dies there is no
bearing of fruit. Mattie’s time has now
come — harvest-time for the Lord, the
gatherer of sheaves; time to return
 Mattie’s body to the earth he loved so
much. Now Mattie is gathered up with
his family, with Bishop Joe Shanahan
and with all his fellow missionaries who
planted and watered in the gardens of
the Lord. May he and they enjoy eternal
rest and may the souls of all the faithful
departed rest in peace. Amen. n
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Wherever Mattie was stationed he soon created a garden,
loving the challenge of the unfamiliar plants, the
unfamiliar soil, the unfamiliar climate. 
By trial and error his gardens bloomed 
as did his parishes.
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VICS
An Extended Canadian Family
Joyce de Gooijer
VICS is family — a large family: not only volunteers in the field, but
family members, spouses, and supporters. Holy Thursday and Good Friday
are wonderful examples of the solidarity of our extended Canadian family.
Holy Thursday Fast
Catherine Pieroni has been the guiding force
behind Brebeuf College School’s Holy Thursday
Fast. She learned about service from her
mother, Sally Kerr, long-time VICS sec-
retary. Catherine first raised money for
VICS at a hotdog sale when she was
in grade 6. Twenty-six years later,
she continues to  invite Brebeuf’s
young men to spend a day fasting,
in solidarity with, and fundraising
for VICS and its volunteers. This
year about 100 students adopted
the VICS motto, “Not to be served
but to serve” and translated it into
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Good Friday Fast
Neil McNeil High School continues to be the gath-
ering place for VICS Good Friday Fast. Former
VICS volunteers, priests and sisters, lay Spiritans,
principals of Catholic High Schools from 44 years
ago, long-time supporters and special guests
share a theme related to solidarity and justice. 
This year we were blessed to have Myra Bates
share her and Ellen Einterz’s experiences in
Cameroon. After 24 years of reading their stories,
we finally met Myra in person! She spoke of their
rocky beginnings in a “poor forgotten corner of
Cameroon”, where it took “a long time to be loved”. After
initially running an outreach program, they found an aban-
doned building, cleaned it up and sat on the veranda waiting for patients.
From borrowed beds, training people to vaccinate and do wound care, plant-
ing hundreds of trees and fundraising, the hospital in Kolofata has grown
into a facility with 5 buildings, 125 beds and 32 nurses.
The Good Friday Fast is a wonderful example of VICS family collabora-
tion. A team of volunteers work together to find a guest speaker. Joy Warner
organizes the opening prayer and Good Friday service, Fr. Pat Fitzpatrick
leads us in The Way of the Cross and the liturgy. Gary Warner, John Wall
and the Lopez girls grace us with their music ministry. This extra 
special gathering brings together volunteers and supporters 
who continue to believe in VICS and the service we do. 
They have made the last 44 years possible. n
Myra Bates
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Joe Kelly is not sure what he will donext, but he knows he will be work-
ing in the service of others — as he has
done for the last 14 years as pastor at
St. John Brebeuf Church in Erin.
He retired in June at the age of 80,
returning to the Spiritan community 
in Toronto where he lived and worked
after coming to Canada from Ireland 
in 1967.
“I’m happy to be able to move on to
new things,” he said. “I’m going to look
for a job. I’d like to minister to the aban-
doned and work for the disadvantaged.”
Moving to Erin in 2001 was a major
transition, since his previous work had
been as a teacher, guidance counselor
and chaplain at Neil McNeil High School
in Scarborough. Instead of retiring, he
learned how to run a parish, live on his
own and appreciate the benefits of a
small town lifestyle.
“The wonderful thing about living in
a small town is that you meet the same
people over and over, and you get to
know them,” he said.
Kelly grew up in Dublin and worked
for the Bank of Ireland from 1953 to
1960. He felt called to a religious life,
however, and eventually was ordained
with the Spiritans.
A teacher — 
in Toronto and in Erin
In 1967, Kelly was expecting to go to
Kenya, but ended up being assigned to
the mission in English Canada, and
studied to become a teacher in Toronto.
With his banking background, he ini-
tially taught business and computer
programming, but later moved into
 religious education and counseling.
“I learned how to engage with young
people,” he said. “It takes patience, but
kids want to engage and respond, and I
am amazed at how perceptive they are.”
Students at St. John Brebeuf Catholic
School (next door to the church) can
certainly attest to Fr. Joe’s interest in
their development. He visits the school
constantly, knows all of their names
and has given strong support to parish
youth programs, including an annual
retreat. 
Adults in the parish and beyond also
have many stories of how he has shared
his time and energy to make personal
connections. “Sometimes you have to
make an extra effort,” he says.
For my own family, Fr. Joe was a
great support when my son Thomas
died, three years ago. We are grateful
that he took the time to learn about the
situation and find the right words to 
say at the funeral.
Working with him as a musician, I
admire his singing ability and his dedi-
cation to the liturgical traditions of the
church. And after hearing at least 650 
of his homilies, I also appreciate his pas-
sion for the scriptures and social justice.
With many good memories of his
time in Erin, he has particular praise 
for his colleagues in the Ministerial
 Association. “One thing that is special
about this place is the way the churches
work together and people cooperate,” 
he said. n
Reprinted from The Erin Advocate.
Canadian Church Press Awards
Spiritan recently won five Canadian Church Press Awards of Merit:
Home and Away




































Personal Experience/First Person Account
“My beautiful, quiet, sleepy country parish”
by Peter Wayow CSSp (Summer 2014)
Third place
Feature Layout and Design
“Spiritan Spiritualiiy” (Winter 2014)
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When I came here, I had a prettyclear idea of what I was supposed
to do in this parish. I was here to be
with you, to live among you, to walk
beside you in your moments of greatest
joy and deepest sorrow.
I was here to listen to you, to share
our faith, through the sacraments and
God’s word, in our pretty little country
churches. At the heart of our relation-
ship was trust, respect and lots of
 mutual love. And that basically, is how
I spent my last 17 years in the Parish. 
St. John’s parish is not rich. We get
along financially from month to month,
though just about. We were never sub -
sidized by the diocese and we never
 requested financial help. Twice, when
we were in a real financial bind, I asked
your help and you responded so gener-
ously. When I appealed to you last year,
I couldn’t help smiling really big as I
saw our bank balance go from about
$400 to $22,000, in 3 months. I thank
you so much.
You have done all the usual church
work that many other richer parishes
pay for: musicians, catechists, sac-
ristans, janitors, landscapers, carpenters,
bricklayers — virtually everything in 
our three little communities was done
by you — for free. Without your help,
we just couldn’t function. 
This retirement party (whose details
you tried so desperately to hide from
me — with only limited success) took
months to prepare. It took an enormous
amount of time, an enormous amount
of work and a lot of money. You did it
just for me, with tender loving care. 
I am so, so appreciative. 
Most of all though, I thank you for
your love. Your love for me was so
manifest, that it kept me going, like the
energizer bunny, for over 17 years. Our
togetherness was so “up close and per-
sonal,” that sometimes I would forget
and start talking to some of you in
Trinidadian English, and you would
look at me funny and ask: “What?” 
Joy and laughter 
and so much more
I will miss many things when I leave —
the joy and laughter of our adorable
children and the coffee after Mass at
Proton. The best coffee in the world is
brewed right here in our parish. And the
world’s best altar servers are found right
here in St. John’s. 
I will miss the CWL, especially their
luncheons and dinners. I was always
 invited. I will miss celebrating the
 Eucharist with you on weekdays and
weekends. I will particularly miss cele-
brating Mass at our two retirement
homes in Shelburne, with brothers and
sisters many of whom are on the final
leg of their faith journey here on earth.
And I will miss each and every one
of you — a lot, a whole big lot. But all
roads come to an end and I guess the
time has come to say goodbye. Let our
party today be a celebration of those 17
wonderful years we’ve spent together, 
in such closeness, with so much joy and
with so much love. To ALL of you, I am
eternally grateful. Thank you very, very
much. May the good Lord continue to
bless you today, and every day of your
lives. n
Home and Away
Thank you Dundalk, 





“In weakness, strength” 
by Pat Fitzpatrick CSSp 
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Five Finger Guide to Prayer
Pope Francis
The thumb is the closest finger to you. So start praying for
those closest to you. They are the easiest to remember.
The next finger is the index. Pray for those who
teach you, instruct you and heal you. They need
your support and wisdom to direct others.
Always keep them in your prayers.
The middle finger is the tallest. It reminds
us of our leaders, those in charge, those
in authority. They need God’s guidance.
The fourth finger is the ring finger. It is our
weakest finger. It should remind us to pray
for the weakest, the sick or those plagued
with problems. They need our prayers.
Finally we have our smallest finger. It reminds us to pray
for ourselves. When we are done praying for the other
four groups we turn to our own needs, see them in proper
perspective and pray for those needs in a better way.
